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it from the pit of .. corruption, for 
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thankigwing, and a relation off his happy 1 * 


rience, viz. of his own natutalie | 5 ind of the 
wen eee dn his heart. "61 +3 Fig 74:55 of 
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I prize this port ion of holy feriptuts the” more, 
becauſe under the law, the believer 5 
Walked in a cloud, and but few ſeemed permitted 
to look behind the veill, and to experience the 
bleſſedneſs which, through the goſpel, is every 
child of God's drohe right and privilege. 


From Moſes until christ, that veil which was 
upon all nations darkened the Iſraelites alſo, and in 
great meaſure overſhadowed the whole church of 
God which was among the Jews; and only a ſmalh 
number of choice and choſen men and wome 


n, 
ſuch as the . as and thoſe who believed their 
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report, had true ideas of the kingdom and re- 


demption of him that ſhould come; and hence it 
was that the prophets who fpoke plainly of Chriſt, 
and who having ſearched diligently and found out 


the ſufferings of Chriſt and the glory that ſhould 
follow, in a ſort of extaſy and rapture-uttered the 


glad news, were as coldly received, and often, if 
not always, the moſt perſecuted and moſt deſpiſed of 
theix time. WX (A BY: WW „ . 
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n "truth was, they could not reliſh the teſ- 
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be proſpered in all their wars, to be rich, to 
teign, to enjoy a flow of milk and honey, and 
to.abound in all plenty, and to have kings among 
themſelyes whoſe dominions ſhould have no end, 


and to ſee all the heathen | hewers of wood, and 


drawers of water ſubje& to them. They loved this 


world, and erred in their hearts about the world 


to come; and this made their chief miniſter ſigh 
over them, when he was finiſhing his courſe, Oh 
that they were, wiſe, that they underſtood this, that 
they would conſider their latter end.“ They were 
as too many of us are, fond of things temporal, 
and careleſs of things eternal; lovers of the 
ſhadows, but thoughtleſs and inadvertent in the 


* 


ſubſtance. 


But ſtiff-necked and diſobedient as they were 
there. were among them in all ages, men, who 
like Hezekiah, ſought after the beſt riches, and 


who followed the example gf their fathers, count- 


a ing themſelves in the world ſtrangers and pilgrims, 
and looking for a heavenly country and a city that 
bas foundations whoſe builder and maker is 18 
N | heſe 


ony of the men inſpired, but liked rather to 
hear of being the greateſt people in the world, to 
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| Theſe! ſought and: found ché Lord: Theſe re- 
_ ceived. the remiſſion of their ſins, and their ſong» 
of praiſe are often filled with expreſſions of | the 


| aſſurance of faith, Theſe abound among the 
Pſalms, which however collected by the ſweet finger 
of Iſrael, are not his alone, but the work of many 


ſaints who with him partook of the ſame fai 


and were illuminated by the ſame Paraclete and 


Comfor ter. 7 


WO 
It is eaſy to prove out of the Pſalms of David 
and others, as well as out of Iſaiah, Ezekiel and 
Zechariah, that oy who believed truly in our 
Saviour, though ſo far off, knew their ſins were 
forgiven and blotted out, to be remembered ho 
more; and this grace they propheſied ſhould come 
unto us: But there is ſomething particularly beau- 
tiful in that writing oſ Hezekiah, out of which I 


have been reading. It is to me a ſolid and weighs 


ty account of God's dealings with him, and tal- 


lies with the experience of all true chriſtians in 
the world, | 


Three things are particularly to be cb in 
his relation. 1 3 * 


1 2 f of 


Firſt, The diſtreſs be was in before our Savi- 
our ſpoke peace to him and delivered him from 


his ſins. 7 
Secondly, The aſſurance be had of being par- 
doned, and accepted by his heavenly Father, and 


ſaved ; and how boldly he teſtifies that this muſt be 


the caſe with all the children of Ge. 
. ; | Thirdly 
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- Thirdly, The caufe of all z which he. ſays; wad 
the love of [Jehovah to him: of each of theſe let 
me ſpeak alittle, > 131 9 1 4 192 try r : * 2 


And firſt, I will mention his diſtreſs.» He was 
outwardly troubled with ſickneſs, and within with 
fears and heavineſs : he wept ſore for fear of 
dying, and was in. bitterneſs about his peace with... 
od. He expected every morning to be! cut off, 
through a grievous boil that . cauſed his illneſs; 
and every evening he dreaded more than meeting 
a lion, that the Lord would remove him, while 
a more heavy burden lay on his heart; for he 
doubted if, he ſhould ever ſee the Lord in the land 
of the living. There are few lovers of jeſus 
who read this pathetic writing but with tears 
in their eyes think, Ah dear Saviour ſo it was 
With me; thus I thought once; this was my caſe. 
I cried and mourned alone. I ſat moping and griev- 
ing in ſecret like a dove, I ſeemed to ſigh unre- 
garded, like the ſwallow'that chatters alone on the 
 houſe-top. I was in pain for a Saviour; I mourn» 
ed for him as one mourneth for his only fon. I 
was in” bitterneſs: for him whom I had pierced, as 
one is in bitterneſs for his firſt- born. 


Thus it was with poor Hezekiah; nor was he 
comforted till the Lord pitied him, and ſaw his 
tears, and ſent mercy and pardon to him. 0 
this was a happy ſickneſs, a ſanRified viſitation |! 
For this little moment's affliction he ſhall thank 
the Lamb to all eternity. It was grievous for a 


few days, but had the deſired effect, and helped 
| to lay him low at the throne of grace; _ AV 
dell | tak 
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behs1d be wh turned to the wall upon his bed 
and wept, he who dreaded to be conſumed, and ex- 


1 Renee daily when the Lord would make an end of 


m, is now in peace; He bas found a mereiful 
Saviour, and is with him; he once trembled to 


think he ſhould” behold men no more,” and be no 
more with the inhabitants of the world: now he 


ſees the Son of man, and is with the inhabitants of 


the world above. O that ſickneſs might thus be | 


bleſſed to all thoſe who pine away with it! They 
have much time, and are releaſed from the employ- 
ments and hurrying buſineſs of this life; O that 
they would turn to him * who himſelf bore their 
ſicKneſſes and carried their infirmities,“ and pray him 
to help them to the place where ſickneſs, ſorrow 


and pain is no more, and where all tears are wiped 


away from their eyes. They may have many or 
few to comfort them'with hopes of doing well again, 
recovering their health; &c. but till they have 
the aſſurance of their part in leſus Chriſt, they 
need the right Comforter, and are without the be 


Friend: Had they his preſence, ' then, when none 


elſe were near to comfort them, he would be near, 
and to have him is rw than life, and to dis in 


him 1s of ages f „ 54468." 6 „ To, IL? © 28 x 
4 ; ? heb 1 


ll is very common for 8 before their af 
ſatänch of the love of Chriſt, to be in miſery and 
ſore afflicted- To me it would be a great proof 


that a man was unconverted, who never knew 


what it was to be ſo pained at his very heart, ſo 
concerned about his ſoul's future welfare, that he 
could not reſt or be eaſy. Such who fleep on and 


take their reſt, and never experience that diſtreſs, 


which our Saviour 1 e hungering and thirft= 
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1 
ing, being weary and heavy laden, being ready to 
periſh, & c. were never awakened, they are in a 
carnal ſecurity and dead to the divine life, dead to 
the faith, dead to the Lord, and to their own ſouls, 
They deſerve that character in the prophet, . Care- 
leſs and at eaſe in Sion.“ But though in general 
children of God in this ſenſe, theo“ much tribula- 
tion enter the kingdom; yet there are inftances 


of ſome who have been ſo drawn by love, and 


carried ſo like lambs in the Shepherd's boſom, 
that they are exeuſed from much pain, and ſaved 
from. many ſorrows; yet altogether: are they not 
rangers to that heart-uneaſineſs which I have been 
ſpeaking about. Many have therefore called it the 
pangs of the new birth, and our Saviour himſelf 


ſo compares it, John {xvi. 20,] 


. can forbear to be uneaſy. when the Holy 


irit awakes him from bis dangerous ſleep, ſhews 
him his wicked heart and life, fets before him in 
order his fins, and how great wrath he juſtly de- 

ſerves? Who, unregenerate and conſcious of his 
being a natural and carnal man, can do otherwiſe 

than ſhudder when he knows he muſt die, and af- 
ter that come to judgment; and when he feels that 
if he ſhould be called away as he is, he muſt periſh 
in eternal burnings, and be numbered among 
fooliſh yirgins, hypocrites and unbelievers? But 


what can pieroe ſtill deeper and cut with more in- 
tenſe pain, is the conviction: that we have lighted 


Chriſt, flighted and diſeſteemed his perſon” and 
merits, his ſufferings and bload, his ſhame and 
humiliation, his labour and ſervitude, and as it 
were, trampled under foot the holy. things where- 
with he redeemed us; beſides denying and re- 


” W ” ha ls 


| : 1 | 
fuſing the tender calls of his Spirit, and fejecting 


his (conviQtions. Theſe reflections, when the 


eyes of the ſoul are opened, caufe inexpreffſible 
ſadneſs and grief. Theſe make the heart fink, 
and the tears flow day and night, this makes the 
ſtouteſt tremble and figh, nor can all the world 
_ them | Whoſe eyes God has thus enlight- 
ened. ds | | 


In the fame manner when he has touched thofe 
deaf ears which refuſed to hear the voice of the 
charmer, and ſaid Ephatha, they no more liſten tb 
the ſcriptures with a cold or untouched or unaffec- 
ed heart, but the thunders of Mount Sinai make the - 
marrow in their bones quake; and then often be- 
twixt ſatan who labours hard to. diſturb, diſcou- 
rage and perplex them, carnal friends with their 
threatenings and promiſes, falſe teachers with 
their ſmooth doctrines and ſelf-righteouſneſs, and 
their own more falſe and deceitful hearts, they are 


 overwitelmed with trouble and confuſion, and for 


fear, leaſt amidſt all thoſe dangers they ſhould lofe 
eternal life, they are brought to the very ſharpeſt 

pain, and deepeſt diſtreſs. An unuſual thought- 
fulneſs makes them heavy, and temptations and 
many groundleſs ſaggeſtions diſhearten them to the 
laſt degree, but all this in the end makes them reſolve 
to caſt themſelves down before our dear Saviour's feet 


with this determination, If I periſh, I will perith 


there, 


Souls in this caſe are to be pitied, but they are 
Tafe, they are in good Hands; he who ſweat blood 
in his agony knows the right time to help, and he 
who brought them to the birth, will ſurely give 


ſtrength to bring forth. Nor can [I believe a ſoul 


D 2 - who 
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who ſincerely wants ſalvation, and who more than 
all things dreads being parted from our. Saviour 
or his love, will periſh ; they may have fears, 
but he will deliver them out of all. Who reads 
the pſalms which were the experience of David and 
others under the Old "Teſtament, and who thinks 
only en the reaſon why Paul, after he was ſo 
ſhocked at his entry into Damaſcus, could neither 


eat or drink for three days and nights, but con- 
tinued praying, will not be ſurpriſed if a ſoul in 
our time ſhould be ſo broken and caſt down un- 


der a ſenſe of his fin and want of Jeſus. The 
bebaviour of Mary, the thief, thoſe who were 
qa to the heart under Peter's diſcourſe at 
Pentecoſt, the jailor at Chilippi, and many others 


are only inſtances of this kind; and as I ſaid be- 


fore, Hezekiah is far ſrom being the only perſon 
who fell under ſuch a concern, as made him ex- 
preſs the language of his heart in ſuch a manner; 
for all the children of God drink of it. Jeſus has 
drank up the dregs. He has taken the bitter 


draught, the wormwood and the gall, and he lets 
us pledge kim, „ 


It is both ſafe, and alſo an honour to us that we 


have thus been tried“ Safe, becauſe when ſouls are 


thus ſtripped ef all our falſe hopes, their legal 
Jighteouſneſs, and fancied goodneſs, they ſee, feel, 
and are aſſured of their own vileneſs, inability, and 


loſt eſtate; and are divinely aſſured that they 


muſt periſh for ever and ever, unleſs Jeſus out of 


free mercy. and mere pity, and compaſſion ſhould 
help them. They are, as it, were, in the deep 


mire and clay, in the ſhadow of. death, on the 


verge and brink of hell, and krow nothing leſs 


0 nt than 


| i | | 

than a miracle of grace can deliver them. This is 
ſafe for them; for thus does the Holy Ghoſt do with 
them, to bring them off entirely from all ſelf- good - 
neſs, and from every hope from angels and men, 
to fly to the croſs as poor, guilty, condemned an 
hell-deſerving wretches, at whoſe heels the aven- 
ger of blood purſues with all his terrors, This 
is ſafe for them when. they have found mercy, for 
they are ſaved from aſcribing any thing to their 
own deſervings, and to their own merits ; they 
know, they remember well (when a ſelf-righte- 
ous thought riſes, or any thing that would be 
ſelf-admiring, or ſelf-pleaſing ftirs) what a lament- 
able, helpleſs and ruined. condition they were in 
when Jeſus ſaw their tears, heard their cries, he had 
pity on their pain, and delivered them; and this 
makes them thank, and adore, and love him, on 
whoſe head are many crowns, and with ſhame and 
deepeſt gratitude they lay all the glory of their ſal- 
vation and happineſs, at his feet, who only is 
worthy to receive bleſſing and thankſgiving, be- 
cauſe he was ſlain, : | 


It is an honour ; for thereby we taſte a little, we 
ſip of the cyp which he drank, and can gueſs, with 
ſome. juſtneſs, what our dear Lord felt, when the 
fins of all were laid on him. We do not really 
taſte the wrath of God, nor the puniſhment; for 
that the Lamb took on himfelf and bore alone; but 
what we experience is in apprehenſion, and is 
ſomewhat of that diſtreſs and amazement which 
Jeſus ſhared ſo powerfully when he foreſaw what he 
muſt undergo for his poor people, when the cup 
ready mixed was held out, and when his ſweat was 
like blood, ode „ 
15 ; This 


13 

© his alſo learns us to prize the redemption. We 
refle& with eternal joy, from what a- death has he 

deliteaed us FA CAE EH! fl 


There is, at the ſame time, a danger in this 
Awakened ſtate, of which I have been treating. 
A ſoul can value itſelf on account of what it 
has ſuſtained, and deſpiſe them who have not been 
tried in the ſame way, or who have not ſo long 
Jaboured in the fire, This is from the old root of 
felf-righteouſneſs, and is unſeemly in the eyes of 
Lion: and odious in the ſight of a ſoul truly con- 
rted, „ N 


Very often the ſtubbornneſs of a ſou), the being 

ſoath to part with all its own holinefs, its hard- 
nefs of heart, and: faffe knowledge, Cauſes it much 
trouble, and creates it much unneceſſary uneafi- 
neſs. Did a ſoul directly, on the ſight of its own 
Joſt ſtate, fly to our Saviour, and with all ſimpli- 
City believe in him, it would eſcape and get out of 


he hands of the adverſary, and before the ſpirit of 


e faw could affault, or terrify, or fatin temp 
or the avenger reach them, they would get into the 
city of refuge, and ſo be out of the reach of all 
perplexity. Let then, whoeyer is tronbled in mind, 
concerned about being happy, or afraid of miſcat- 
tying, immediately apply to the Lamb; they will 
fever be more fit to come to him, than in the mo- 
ment they are ſenfible of their poverty and finful- 

neſs. When is a man more fit to go to the fur- 
geon, than When weunded and with his bones 
iflocated #64 broken? When is à perfon more fit 
for the phyſician, than when exceeding fick ? 
© When 


tf: in 1 1 
When does the ſinner more need a Saviour, than 
when ready to periſh? May every trouble, every 
ſickneſs, every eonviction bring you and me to the 
feet of Jeſus Chriſt ! So it was with Hezekiah, 
when preſently his ſickneſs of body and ſoul took 
a turn. He was almoſt overcome with his miſery, 
and with his heart ready to burſt, when he cried 
aut Lord, I am opprefſed ! undertake for me.“ 
Our Saviour heard, and knew the time was come to. 
deliver him, and immediately. did undertake for: 
him, and releaſed him at once from the ſickneſs of 
his body, and- the fin of his ſoul; and thus he does' 
to all fouls in like diftreſs, When they turn their 
faces and hearts to him, when they have done with 
all other hopes, refuges and helps, and pray to him 
alone, one may ſafely ſay to ſuch, Ve are not far 
from the kingdom of God.“ Ye are nigh to be de- 
livered indeed, Your ſalvation flumbereth not, and 
Jour redemption lingereth not. 


© if there. be any who! hear, me, who are'op= 
preſſed, lay hold an the horns of this altar, and 


uſe Hezekiah's availing prayer, Lord 1 am oppreſ- 
ſed, undertake for me. I am in a perilous condition, 
beſet on every ſide, O take my part! I am a deb- 


tor, undertake for me: Thou canſt free and ſet 


me at liberty, for againſt thee only have I ſinned; 
and thou, Lord, if thou wilt, canſt make me clean. 
I am like a poor man Who has had a ſuit at the 
bar, undertake for me. Thou mighty Counſellor 


adviſe me, thou almighty Advocate, plead my 


cauſc, and gain my ſuit.“ This do out of the 
bottom of thy heart, and thbu ſhalt prove that 
_ of Jeſus: “ He is a friend of publicans. and 
fingers,” JVC I 
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But now it is time that I ſpeak on the ſecond 
thing remarkable in Hezekiah's writing, and that 


is, the aſſurance he had of his being pardoned and 
forgiven. Enn by SFO tt. x [+ 44 34g re 
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| $6 Behold (he ſays) for peace I had great bitter- 
neſs: but thou haſt, in love to my ſoul, caſt all my 
fins behind thy back.“ This is generally the lan- 
guage of a pardoned and accepted ſinner. This is 
the joyful ſound of them that come to Chriſt. This 


is the right and privilege of every believer in Jeſus, 
; 4 i, 1751 P'S . I 
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Let who: will oppoſe: this comfortable doctrine, 
it is true, and all who ſeek ſhall find it ſo; and 
they who oppoſe and contradict it, ſpeak againſt the 
oracles of God, and the experience of his chil- 
dren. Unbelief has invented all the fallacious and 
deluſive arguments againſt, the aſſurance of faith; 
and becauſe the far greateſt part of mankind are void 
of this excellent gift, therefore thoſe who would 
fain be accounted true chriſtians, who have it not, 
are on the ſtrongeſt ſide, and have the advantage 
of all the carnal and plauſible reaſons for their be- 
ing ſafe, though ignorant of it; but they have no 
ground in the ſcriptures. : There are ſwift wit- 
neſſes againſt ſuch as plead for walking in darkneſs, 
not knowing whither they are going: Let us draw 


near, ſays the apoſtle, with full aſſurance of faith.“ 


Another apoſtle exhorts the profeſſors of chriſti- 
anity, to make their calling and election ſure.“ 
And John ſays, that all the ſcriptures are written 
that men might believe on the name of the Son of 
God, and have eternal life through his name, and that 
they might know that they had eternal life.“ This is 
the natare of faith; it is itfelf the evidence of things 
„ unſeen 


* 


8, 26 : 
' unſeen, it is the ſubſtance of a hoped for heaven 
and eternal glory; it has always with it the eternal 
life which is in Jeſus Chriſt. All my people, ſaith 
the Lord, ſhall, know me. We know him that is 
true. We know that when this earthly houſe is 
diſſolved, we have a houſe with God, eternal in 
„the heavens. I am perſuaded, nothing ſhall ſepa- 
rate us from the love of God. I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that I ſhall fee him for my 
ſelf..”* But why need I rehearſe ſo many ſcriptures, 
ſince all aim at nothing leſs than the believing 
| ſoul might be happy here and hereafter ? To aſcer- 
tain this. to the faithful, the Holy Ghoſt is given 
that he might comfort the children of God, thew 
them the things of Chriſt, glorify him, and dwell 
in them for ever. “He beareth witneſs with our 
ſpirit, that we are the children of God He leads 
into all truth, he reveals the good things to us, 
which the eye hath not ſeen nor ear heard, He 
ſheds abroad the love of God, ſeals to the day of 
redemption, and is the earneſt of our everlaſting in» 
heritance, N 


The prophets and apoſtles would have been but 
poorly off, if they had not been aſſured of being 
happy for ever. The primitive chriftians would 
have had alſo but little encouragement to attempt 
the converſion of the heathen, if there had been 
no more . certainty of eternal happineſs in true 
chriſtianity, than in the ſtrict moral life of a hea- 
then; nor could the martyrs, in all ages, have met 
death ſo: chearfully and with ſongs of joy, if they 
had not had the aſſurance of faith, and thereby 
enjoyed Chriſt's love in them. But they had it, 
and every true believer has it allo. Some inſin- 
, Cerity fat the bottom, ſome darling fin, or che- 
riſhed unbelief hinders all who have it not. It is a 
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great gift, but not too great for him that beſtows it. 
t is worthy of its Giver. It is the way in which 


he manifeſts himſelf to his children, as he does not 


unto the world ; and. muſt be ſought for, for it is 
the hidden treaſure, it is what no man knoweth 
faving him that recęiveth it. 


A truly poor finner does not aſk, How is it poſ- 
fible? How can this be? But becauſe Jeſus has 


promiſed it, he believes, and ſeeks, and finds it; 


while one, who has much knowledge in his head, 


thinks he has attained ſomething great, and ſettles 
upon his lees, with his heart ſtill among the fear- 


ful and unbelieving. Thoſe above all others are 


to be blamed, ha hinder ſouls to preſs after this 
bleſſedneſs. Surely they have it not themſelves, 


for did they enjoy it, they would be eager to have 
all their hearers enjoy the fame precious faith; but 
therein they ſhew how unwilling they are to think 
themſelves miſtaken, and unconverted. Surely they 
love darkneſs rather than light, and do not want 


to be undeceived, but are the blind leaders of the 


blind, 


When they ſay, No one in this life can know 
our Saviour, or their fins forgiven ; how have they 
read the ſcriptures ? Why, with eyes that could not 
ſee, and they have heard it with ears that could not 
hear, and thought thereon with a heart that could 
not underſtand ; for all the ſcriptures teach, that if 
any man fays he has communion with God, and 

walks in darkneſs, he lieth. He that follows Chriſt 
" ſhall not walk in darkneſs, he ſhall have the light 


of life. He ſhall know whither he goeth, and the 


way he ſhall know, 


* 
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When 


Cn 1 


When they ſay, We cannot know till we die; 
how weak is their doctrine? for might not they 
affirm as well, that we ſhould not know then ? Who 
ever came from the dead to let us hear how it 
paſſed with them? Or where have the ſcriptures _ 
taught a leſſon ſo carnal ?. If a believer in Chriſt does 
not know if he ſhall be happy till he dies, then 
wherein does he excel our holy faith? Or why is 
it preferable to that of the Turks, or the worſhippers 
of Confuſius? They who are ſincere among theſe 
hope they ſhall be happy, but do not know it; and 
if we did not know, we and our religion are on a 
level with them and their darkneſs, | 


O adored be the Lamb, who is the Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs in this benighted world! And who does 
not leave his flock like bewildered ſheep, but is 
with them, dwells with them, and in them, com- 

forts them, is ſound of them, manifeſts himſelf to 

them, and gives them to know him, . 

Should he forgive us only then [when] we depart, 

he would loſe his glory; for we could not praiſe him 

to others, nor tell to his honour what he had done 

for us; and therefore, full of joy Hezekiah breaks 

out, The grave cannot praiſe thee, death cannot 
celebrate thee ; they that go down into the pit can- 

not hope for thy truth.” As if he would have ſaid, 
Should men not know thy forgiveneſs till death, 

then they could not praiſe thee before their chil- 

dren, nor tell of their experiencing thy grace and 
mercy. When once the body is laid to reſt in the 

grave, it is too late to expect it to celebrate th 
praiſes, They that go to the tomb, cannot relate thy 
: 5 mercies, 
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mercies, nor can they, who venture into eternity, 
without thy pardon, hope for thy truth; but the 
living, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee,” as I to- 
day; he ſhall tell his believing friends, his neigh- _ 
bours, O come hither, and hearken, and I will 
declare what God has done for my ſoul.“ I was once 
in a poor way, I was in bitterneſs for want of 
peace with God my Saviour; and, lo] out of love 
to my ſoul, he has caſt all my fins behind his back. 
Thus, he ſays, The Father ſhall make known 
thy truth to his children; he ſhall tell them, I am a 
witneſs, my ſons, my daughters, that ſalvation is in 
the Lord; I have found ſo, I have ſought his 
mercy, and experienced it in my heart, and there- 
fore can lay my grey hairs with joy in the grave, 


O dear people! do not dream of enjoyments 
after death, who have been ſo-negligent of your 
intereſt in our Saviour now in your life-time, as 
not to inſure to yourſelves his love and forgive- 
neſs. Do not fancy death, and after death, is the 
only right time to know his ſalvation : ** the living, 
the living, he ſhall praiſe him,“ as Hezekiah did. 
Now is the right time to be affured that you ſhall 
go to heaven. Now is the accepted time, now is 
the day of ſalvation.” « 5 | 8 


Only the aſſurance of faith renders this life hap- 
py and comfortable; and at the ſame time en- 
tirely aboliſhes the fear of death and hell, and 
creates the trueſt love and thankfulneſs to our 
Saviour. As for ſuch who wantonly and wildly 
confeſs, If they knew they ſhould be ſaved, they 
would live in all manner of ſins; let them know, 
as long as they are in that mind, they ſhall never 
— have 


5 


have it, nor heaven neither. They are on ſatan s 
ſide, and willing ſeryants of ſin. 


A ſoul who has e chis bleſſedneſs - faith, 
has far other thoughts, He loves- our. Saviour too 
_ dearly to grieve him, and prizes his dear-bought 
happineſs too much, to forfeit the enjoyment of 
it one hour for all the world, Would to God all 
who name the name of Jeſus, knew this faith ! the 
earth would be a nether heaven and paradiſe, 


Our walking: in the 8 of faith with 


humility and real poverty of ſpirit, which always 


accompany it, not only has peace in reſpect of the 
confidence he has of being accepted of his heavenly 
Father, through his beloved Son Jeſus ; but he 
walks with God as Enoch and Noah did; he has 
(to uſe the New- Teſtament language) % commu- 
nion and fellowſhip with the Father and the Son,“ 
and can ſpeak to his dear Saviour as a child to his 
Father, and as a man talketh with his friend, ſo 
he converſes, by prayer, continually with his Lord; 
and is familiar and intimate with God, who made 
and loved him beyond all he could ever aſk or wiſh. 
knows his Redeemer; he is acquainted, with 
od, and at peace with him : an eternal covenant 
of peace is made and. in force between him and 
the Lamb; the mountains may depart, and the 
hills be carried into the deep of the ſea, but the 
covenant of peace, which the Lamb of God has 
eſtabliſhed with him, ſhall not be removed, world 
without end; nor will our Saviour be angry with 
him any more, nor will he leave or forſake him, 
but the ark of his preſence ſhall dwell with him, 
and he,will be with him going out and coming in, 
and in all troubles, in all company, in all coun- 


tries | 


tries and places the Lord himſelf will comfort him 
and give him reſt, The dread of endleſs death, 
the gnawings of a guilty conſcience, and the 
terrors of judgment to come and eternity, vaniſh 
put of his heart: the death of Chriſt has devoured 
up all other deaths, and his miſery and pain has 
ſwallowed up and devoured all curfes and dangers, 
fo that the peace of God, Jeſus Chriſt's own peace, 
and that which he has had from everlaſting, rules 
in him; and he truſts in the Lord, and is not 
afraid. For who can he fear ? becauſe of what 
mould he tremble ? the mighty God of Jacob, the 
omnipotent King of ſaints, the Lord of hell and 
death is on his fide! He has forgiven him; who 
can lay to his charge, or impute folly to him? 
The blood of the Lamb has waſhed him ſo. white, 
that he, who could fee no iniquity in Jacob, nor 
behold perverſeneſs in Ifrael, looks on him as fair, 
«© altogether fair, and without ſpot.” Thus does 
he live bleſſed, and in the glorious liberty of the 
children' of God. Thus he dwells ſafely alone, 
and enjoys the kingdom of God within himſelf; 
while the noiſy world are clamouring without; 
and the nominal chriſtians, 'and ſuch as are not 
upright and fincere, through unbelief in Jeſus, 
o unhappy, and miſs the enjoyment of the un- 
Karctable riches of Chrift, and his preſence and 
Jove in this world, This is the happineſs of a 
difciple of Chriſt. Of this I am a witneſs; and 
thas ſhall it be done to the man whom the king 
delights to honour, Such honour. have all his 
faints. my | 


Such can ſay to enquiring ſouls, whoſe faces 
ate towards Sion, I am the man who have been 


* 
of all others, a finner. I have lived careleſs and 
miſtaken in the world, dead to God while I lived: 
but after 1 was awakened by the voice of my Be- 
loved, I ſought him with tears, and with a heart 
ready to break. I lay down in ſorrow, and roſe 
oppreſſed; nor could eat or drink in peace, but was 
always fighing for mercy, and till the Lord ſhewed 
me mercy, and manifeſted himſelf to me; and now 
I have found Him whom my ſoul loveth, I have 
my eyes open to his love; I have found the Lord. 
I now live to him, and he lives in me, I am his, 
and he is mine, RY | 


But ſhould it be aſked, Is there then no danger 
of loſing this happineſs? Can a perſon, who has 
faith, fin no more? Yes, verily, there is danger 
for pardoned and beloved as the believer may be, 
yet he is a ſinner, and will carry his old ſpoiled 
nature of fleſh and blood to the grave. He 
muſt be as a centinel watching over it and its 
dead fruits; for though he has a new heart and a 
new ſpirit, he has a ſinful body, in which riſe 
and ſtir the motions of fin, and which nothin 
can damp or overcome but the ſprinkling of the 
blood of Chriſt. This keeps the ſoul low and 
aſhamed, and obliges him to live a ſort of life 
like martyrdom ; he feels defires and luſts which. 
' muſt be crucified z and however they may be natu- 
ral, and not ſo abominable in their firſt motions, 
yet they muſt be denied and mortified. They war 
againſt the foul, and are contrary to the chaſte na- 


ture of the virgin-like Spouſe, to whom the believer 


is wedded. All acts of careleſſneſs, and eſpecially 
any thing of diſobedience, and refuſing, or not 
| heeding 
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ne the tender rebukes and warnings of. 
the Holy Spirit, lead into darkneſs: and when 


1 


an unfaithfulneſs is allowed but a moment, it 
brings a cloud and vail over the ſanctuary. _ 
This experience, as well as ſcripture, teaches the 


chriſtian; and therefore, like David, he finds it 
ood to hold faſt by the Lord. He continues with 
Jeſus, and will not ſtir from his croſs and crucified 
perſon, It is his ſtrong hold, his fortreſs and ſafe- 
guard, his only reluge in any danger, his pre 2 


ſecure place. 


If a pardoned and abſolved perſon ſhould 2 


our, worldly and carnal pleaſures, he muſt not won- 
der if his tender Father viſits his offences with a rod, 

and his fins with ſcourges : or ſhould ſelfiſhneſs, 
pride, ones own righteouſneſs, or the like, be in- 


dulged, he will ſuddenly feel a withdrawing of 
the powerful preſence of our Saviour; and to per- 


ceive the heart cold toward him, or be conſcious 
of an indifference to his merits, or to find any 


thing ſeparate, though but for a little, between the 


Lamb and him, is worſe to the ſoul than death, 


and far, far more to be dreaded by the ſincere 


Chriffian. and true convert. 


As none can rightly gueſs at his happineſs, 
who is aſſured of his part and intereſt in Chriſt, 


but him who has the ſame ; ſo none but one in his 


caſe can be capable of thinking what pain that 
heart can feel who has-backſlidden from its firſt 
love, and forfeited the ſweet company of the be- 


loved Jeſus. 


It is indeed a heaven upon earth, to 


be 


9 5 ture into any fort of unlawful love, unjuſt behavi- 
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be in his favour, and to walk with him in peaces | 
and a nether hell to feel the Lord departed, and 

withdrawn, grieved away. Like as Mary was hap- 
y and bleſſed at her Lord's feet, while he ſaid, 
« Thy t ſins, which are many, are forgiven thee ;** 
and was as miſerable when ſhe could not find him, 
but thought him taken away, and ſo continued ſeek- 
ing and weeping till he appeared to her again: So 
SK Aa faithful ſoul is in his right mind, in his right 
place, and would not change ftates with an an- 
gel, while he feels the love of God which tran- 
ſcends and ſurpaſſes knowledge in his heart; but 
weeps day and night if he can but imagine he has 
diſpleaſed the Saviour, and cannot reft or be com- 
forted till anew our Saviour ſmiles and viſits him, 
and reſtores his peace. Then all his tears are 
wiped away, and he learns with a tender heart to 
go and fin no more.“ 8 55 
| | DCIS TOR. 8 

But now I muſt ſpeak in the third place, of the 
_ reaſon and cauſe of all this blefledneſs ; and this is 
the pure unmerited love of our Lord and Saviour 

1 8. Jeſus. Out of love to my ſoul, Hezekiah ſays, 

i he caſt all my ſins behind his back.” There can 
be no other reaſon aſſigned for it; it could not 
have been our righteouſneſs; we have none. It 
could not have been our merits; he purchaſed it 
for us before ever we were born. It is, as I ſaid, 
grace, free grace; and this is conſtantly taught in 

the bible. 


This ſhould make every poor heart leap for 
joy. For though you have no goodneſs, no ſort 
of inherent claim to this bliſs, yet you are invited 
to come and take freely of it; nor need you be 
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afraid. Jeſus loves you freely, and though neither 
bimſelf nor you can ſee any thing worth his notice 
in you, yet he loves you with everlaſting love, ang 
is not willing that you ſhould: periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. Come, then, all you that are poor in ſpi- 
rit, you. that are ſelf. condemned and guilty, you 
that are hungry, thirſty, and in want; yea, you 
worſt of ſinners, publicans and haxlots, drunkaids. 77 
and winebibbers, ſenſualiſts and rioters; and above 
all, ye dear - ſouls that have ſought for righte= 
ouſneſs under the law, with a troubled head ank 
heart; and you that have been awakened to ſee burn 
own ſpoiled and: corrupted hearts, ſſo} that you 
have loſt nearly all hope and courage; come ye to 
the Lamb, and he will eaſe you; he will undertake 
for you; he will caſt all your ſins behind his back, 
and put a new ſong in your mouth, even praiſes 
and thankſgiving to our God. O come boldly and 
in faith, nothing doubting. Open your mouth 
wide, and he will fill it. Aſk any thing, and he 
will do it for you. Aſk thenthe forgiveneſs of ſins, 
and to be aſſured of your eternal happineſs in him, 


and you ſhall receive it. 80 ſhall you be bleſſed here. 4 


and for ever, and ſafe living and dying, Ve ſhal! 
be witneſſes of his love to your children, and to the 
riſing, generation; and in the Lord's own good 
time, ye ſhall go to him, and ſee him whom ye love 
ſo much here, and be for ever with him. Amen. 5 
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